[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]











VIDES Hearts have been beating all along. Many great things have been happening that make our hearts overflow with joy. The Lord does marvels for us. Thanks to Sarah E. Herrmann, our new editor, we can revive our electronic publication and continue to give you some glimpses of our journey. She has already sent you some quick but very important notes. Those links are included at the end of this newsletter should you wish to access them.


Yes, we got a new website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org" ��www.vides-usa.org�) thanks to a volunteer who donates his time once or twice a month to improve it! It will always be under construction because we hope—with your help—to continue to update it regularly. Also, thanks to Nathan Van Coops, we have the Volunteers’ Blog for you to surf and share information:     � HYPERLINK "http://www.xanga.com/vwest" ��http://www.xanga.com/vwest� 


One history-making event changed our Vides West USA name and sent me flying me to NJ to meet with the two US FMA Provincials: S. Phyllis Neves and S. Sandra Neaves, and the two new East USA Directors: �S. Antoinette Cedrone and S.Denise Sickinger.  Result: VIDES East USA was born on Jan. 1, 2006, the feast of the Maternity of Mary. Now we are VIDES+USA, the Central Office in San Antonio, with two Satellite Offices: Haledon, NJ and San Antonio, TX (functioning as both central and satellite offices).


I will give more news next month.  Let me now leave you with a good thought. 


     One way to figure out where a person comes from is to study what direction that person is going. Jesus came from a God of love and went to where that love could be made visible: in the lives of the hurting and needy, in the hearts of the lonely and despairing, on the streets of the illegal and immigrants, in the home of sinners and saints… Our road became his path; our exile his home. Wherever we find the poor and persecuted, we will find Christ. From the outside, not a pretty picture, but within, sheer radiance. [See Morneau, Ashes to Easter] ♥



































HAITI:  This island is a shock to the senses. Drenched in the warm Caribbean sun it could be a paradise, but in reality is anything but. I look for the beauty here, but it is often hard to see buried under heaps of garbage and disguised by a constant layer of filth.  The people seem to be the only clean objects in view as we swerve through the rutted streets or walk around the towns.  


Haitians seem to take special pride in their appearance, especially on Sundays, as they make their way to church services. I wonder at seeing them in ties and dresses in spite of the heat and the miles they will walk getting to their churches.  Ahead of us on the crowded streets of St. Marc I watched a young girl in her Sunday dress sitting sidesaddle aback a mo-ped taxi, gracefully clutching her hymnbook and swaying effortlessly as its driver dodged its way through the congested streets. It’s a routine ingrained through the years, one many might find incongruous considering the depth of the suffering here. I suppose that's what makes it so important, a reason to shine in an environment that conspires to keep you dirty and run down.  


My time here feels like an eternity some moments. I look forward to the food that I don't have to question the safety of eating. Then I look at the imploring faces of the little children looking up at me and I feel grateful to have any food at all. ♥ [See more in our Blog: � HYPERLINK "http://www.xanga.com/vwest" ��www.xanga.com/vwest�]
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All Readers, Take Note!!


Click the links below to read about important info.�� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org/tenthaniv.html" ��TENTH ANNIVERSARY of VIDES+USA�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org/newsbrief.html" ��Update your personal information�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org/advocacy.html" ��Promote compassion in immigration� �and � HYPERLINK "http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/" ��Justice for Immigrants �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.savedarfur.org/situation/current" ��The Tragic Genocide in Sudan�





Timor: I fell in love with Venilalae.  It reminded me of the great Northwest where the climate is cool and the rain is a constant companion.   I met up with two VIDES volunteers: Ina, from Portugal and Ute, from Germany.  Then, there are children.  Ahh yes, I do love being with God’s chosen ones.


Over the last several days there have been a few incidences of violence in the country.  People have been fighting and throwing stones at one another.  Yesterday a police officer was stabbed.  Many people fled to Don Bosco for refuge, about 150 altogether.  Now the situation is better and the refugees have gone home.  Pray for the peace of our country.  Don't worry.  I'm a little afraid, but I have a lot of peace about the situation.  This is my home. ♥�   [See more in Tarry’s website: � HYPERLINK "http://verytanle.livejournal.com/" ��http://verytanle.livejournal.com/� ]


By Kerry Krempasky (from PA, serving in Zambia)                                                                          Zambia: At first, I was a little uncertain and found that the students learn slowly.  It’s also difficult for me to understand their English! 


The greatest part about being here has been the people’s openness to me.  Everyone--the students, teachers, and community members--are amazingly kind and always smiling and waving at me, saying hello, or asking me how I am doing.  Children run up to me with hugs and questions, just wanting to be close to someone who cares.  It is such a positive experience to witness their lives of poverty, so full of joy and love, so full of God. 


I find that while I am busy, I am not as stressed here as I would be in America due to the simple lifestyle.  I have enough time to relax in between my work, and to enjoy my work for what it is.  This culture is wonderful to learn about.  I am changing personally.   I expect that when I return to America, there will surely be some reverse culture shock.  I often find myself smiling as I walk here, simply because the people make me happy. ♥
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Christ’s many faces





By 3 Former VIDES Volunteers
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♥  Erin Sherry (from NY, formerly served in Ethiopia), got a job working for a non-profit agency as a youth advocate for troubled adolescents. She is acting as a mentor to these kids that are having grave difficulties at home and in school.


♥ Jill Morton-Jones (from New Zealand, formerly served in Chile), is recruiting from New Zealand. Lately she interviewed an Australian applicant for VIDES and says that she sounds lovely.  She explained that as a volunteer she is there as an example of Christianity to everyone and that her faith will grow dramatically being there with the Sisters.


♥  Amanda Ziemba, (from TX, formerly served in Zambia) continues her involvement in VIDES.  She is presenting on Culture Stress and talking at the Formation-Service Camps about her own mission experience in Zambia, assisting S Gloria in facilitating the January 2006 Camp, giving presentations about her mission experience for students at St. John Bosco School and for the Sisters in San Antonio. She represented VIDES+USA at the VIDES International Conference in Rome last November, and presided at several Core Group meetings in preparation for that conference, represented VIDES at the annual conference of the Texas Mission Council in Fort Worth, accompanied S Gloria to several organizational development seminars on grant writing, volunteer management, and non-profit board development, assisted in volunteer recruitment by representing VIDES+USA at volunteer fairs at St. Edwards University and Catholic Center at UT (Austin), and at the University of St. Thomas (Houston), helped with miscellaneous office work in San Antonio, including preparing for CNVS conference (San Antonio, November ’06), and pursuing various fundraising strategies to aid both the organization and the Salesian mission in Zambia where she volunteered.


♥  AND YOU?!!  Send us e-mail updates regarding what you are doing in favor of the underprivileged and service opportunities you are pursuing.  We would love to share this news with our VIDES family!  � HYPERLINK "mailto:communications@vides-usa.org" ��communications@vides-usa.org�  














And you?!!



































Please see HAITI on page 3















































How are YOU living the VIDES legacy?�Share with us!












































Minister Berrutti told us that there was no need to explain the atrocities of the SOA, as she, and the people of Uruguay, were fully aware of this reality, having experienced first hand the horrors of the tortures, detentions, imprisonments and 'disappearances' caused by its graduates. […]


Until the mid fifties, Uruguay was considered the "Switzerland of Latin America" with the most sophisticated democracy, highest education levels, and most complete set of social benefits for its citizens on the continent. All that changed in the 60´s and 70´s with the move towards the military dictatorship, and total domination of the military until the mid 80´s. Over 60,000 people were detained during these years, and over 20,000 held in prison - almost all of them tortured, and most held for over 5 years. This means that one in 50 Uruguayans were victims of illegal detainment and/or torture, by far a world record, and a far cry from Switzerland. �+ � HYPERLINK "http://www.soaw.org/new/article.php?id=1289" ��Read the full report from SOA Watch�


(Sojourners, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?" �www.sojo.net�: mission is to proclaim and practice the biblical call to integrate spiritual renewal and social justice.) 


The U.S. Army School of the Americas (SOA) is a combat training school for Latin American soldiers located at Fort Benning, Georgia. SOA graduates have been responsible for some of the worst human rights atrocities:


2 of 3 officers responsible for the assassination of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero in 1980


3 of 5 officers responsible for the rape and murder of four U.S. churchwomen in 1980


19 of 26 responsible for the massacre of six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her daughter in 1989


The man convicted in Guatemalan courts for the assassination of Guatemalan Bishop Juan Jose Gerardi in 1998


The man arrested for the murder of Colombian Bishop Isaias Duarte in 2002


A bill sits in Congress that would close the SOA, and prevent another remake. Please contact your congressperson today and urge them to co-sponsor HR 1258. � HYPERLINK "http://go.sojo.net/campaign/05_close_the_SOA?rk=npAbNJp1pRXZW" ��Click here to send a letter. � ♥


























Headline.  The title of an article. A headline needs to be clear in its purpose, brief, and active, and should attract attention by being relevant, inspiring curiosity, or for having some other irresistible quality.


Newsletter title.  The title of the newsletter.


Pull quote.  A phrase or sentence taken from an article that appears in large letters on the page, often within a box to set it apart from the article.


Volume and issue.  Volume refers to the number of years a newsletter has been in circulation. Issue refers to the number of newsletters published so far in the year. The ninth newsletter in its fifth year of circulation would be Volume 5, Issue 9.



































Volunteers International for Development Education and Service�Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org" ��www.vides-usa.org�, Blog: � HYPERLINK "http://www.xanga.com/vwest" ��www.xanga.com/vwest� 


TX: � HYPERLINK "mailto:director@vides-usa.org" ��director@vides-usa.org�, NJ: � HYPERLINK "mailto:east.director@vides-usa.org" ��east.director@vides-usa.org�



































Ella Harris, who is presently serving in England, needs our prayers for her health.





Central Office


� HYPERLINK "mailto:director@vides-usa.org" ��director@vides-usa.org� �5630 W. Commerce St.


San Antonio, TX 78237
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“Don't worry.  I'm a little afraid, but I have a lot of peace about the situation.  �This is my home.”





























Prayer Request











FAITH in ACTION!







































































Please see A Word from Our Director on page 2





By Tarry Le (from OR, serving in Timor)
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A Word from Our Director from page 1








Please forward us any e-mail addresses of family or friends who would enjoy receiving our Heartbeats �E-Newsletter!





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































By Sojourners





Nathan Van Coops  


with youth in Haiti











“I am not as stressed here as I would be in America. . .”








Sister MaryGloria Mar, FMA











By Nathan Van Coops (from Florida, formerly served in Mexico)  











“I look at the imploring faces of the little children looking up at me and I feel grateful to have any food at all.”








Volunteers International for Development Education Service


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides-usa.org" ��www.vides-usa.org� �









































Share VIDES+USA News!




















































































































