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Volunteers International for Development Education and Service
TX: director@vides-usa.org, NJ: east.director@vides-usa.org
Website: www.vides-usa.org, Blog: www.xanga.com/vwest 

Message from VIDES+USA Director:


We just finished the Asherton formation/service camp. It was 108-110 degrees hot in that quasi-desert place. However the fire burning within blazed with great enthusiasm, joy, and generosity pouring from all sides. Better than a cool breeze, it made us forget the difficulties and discover the blessings: 
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a wonderful group of Volunteer Missioners, 

· the families making sacrifices to offer us dinner in the evenings, 

· the kids excited and grateful for every little thing done for them, 

· Father Salvador celebrating his 25th Anniversary of Priesthood, 

· Sulema and Immaculate Conception Church office staff getting people to help us, 

· S Lourdes and S Mary (CDPs) letting us use their quarters without any limitations, 

· the Dominican Sisters (OPs) joyfully being available before camp began to help with anything and eagerly helping with the kids during camp; 

· S Thuy, S Carmen, S Mary Lou (FMAs) and the Postulants, Michelle, Lan Vy, and Valerie with an eye and a heart to feed us and help wherever was needed.

· Amanda Ziemba Randall, Amanda (Mandy) Isaac, and Val Gomez returning volunteers to be the Spirit Team—helping in a hundred ways besides sharing of their mission experiences and presenting Culture Stress, Servant Leadership, and Ecuador service respectively.

On the last day I said, “I am exhausted, but my heart is overflowing with thanks to God for all the blessings (just mentioned) which he has bestowed on us!” Truly, the warmth that emanated from everyone went beyond any measurable degrees and made everything not only bearable but made us forget the hard times. It made it all worth it, awesome and filled our hearts with hope! 


Let me add a thought from one of our Volunteer Missioners, Suzanna Kennedy, as she remembers the same magic experience of last year. “Sister Gloria, how are you?  How was the Formation Camp?  I was very nostalgic thinking about Asherton with everyone.  I can't believe it was a year ago.  I have to tell you, I went to a Formation weekend here in Rome, and although it was good... ours was amazing!  There is an element of Faith that the US group (thanks to your accompaniment) has that is so strong and something I will never forget.  I know that the US volunteers really have a sense of "mission."  So, a year later, THANK YOU.  For all you do and for all that you do that we, the volunteers, don't even know.  Your example of mission is inspiring to all of us.” 


Thank you for your kind thoughts. Now I respond. It is I who am most grateful for your openness and receptiveness, for your youthful, strong faith and enthusiasm, for the generosity and desire to make a difference that you ALL bring! I ask Mary to accompany you on your missionary journey, to let you radiate her Son’s Presence onto all you accompany in your service, to let you feel her loving presence in spite of the inevitable difficult moments that you will encounter, and to let you feel our THANKS!


Blessings to all of you!

Sister MaryGloria Mar and FMAs
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HANNA, Ashley
From:

Fredericksburg, TX

Degree: 
University degree in progress

Interests: 
Singing, cooking, teaching English, computers, accounting, youth ministry
Service: 
August – February 15, 2007 (volunteered in Tegucigalpa in 2004)
Mission:            SAN PEDRO, CARCHA’
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FERREIRA, Joseph

From: 

Richmond, CA

Degree: 
University degree in progress (graduated from Salesian HS, Richmond, CA)
Interests: 
Working with children and youth

Service: 
August – December 15, 2006 
Mission:            WESTWEGO, LA (Greater Metropolitan New Orleans)
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MACAGNO, Wendy Marie
From: 

Mohave, CA

Degree: 
BS in Religious studies, philosophy, Spanish

Interests: 
Religious education, office work, working with poor children

Service: 
May 15 - June 17 (TX) and June 25 - August 5 (CO)

(Served one year 2002-03 at SJB, San Antonio, TX)

Mission: 
SAN ANTONIO, TX and COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
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MEUS, Kathrine M.


From: 

Lake in the Hills, IL

Degree: 
BA Computer science & Business Administration

Interests: 
Working with poor, feeding the hungry, teaching small children, play soccer and love to read to children

Service: 
June through September, 2006

Mission: 
POLAND
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MUELLER, Maria Anne 
From: 

Houston, TX

Degree: 
BS in Art Education

Experience: 
Teaching, office assistant, flight attendant, swim coach 

Interests: 
Likes swimming, hiking, doing arts and crafts; working with children

Service: 
Summer 2006

Mission: 
WESTWEGO, LA (Greater Metropolitan New Orleans)
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PELASCINI, Lauren 
From: 

Spokane, WA

Degree: 
BS Sociology, Religion

Interests: 
Teaching, counseling, recreation, singing, art & crafts, First Aid, CPR

Service: 
January or February, 2007

Mission:  
LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
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PUTORTI, Matthew Francis 
From: 

Whitehall, NY,

Degree: 
BA in Political Science & International Studies
Interests: 
Social service, education, working with street children, economic development, hunger relief, teaching, computers, youth ministry, leading retreats, interpersonal relations, empathy and compassion

Service: 
August 1, 2006 - July 15, 2007
Mission: 
AFRICA
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ROBEY, Alicia Marie 
From: 

Omaha, NE

Degree: 
BS English, Justice & Peace

Interests: 
Education, children with disabilities, orphans, recreation, pre-school catechist, reading, writing, sports

Dates: 

June 2006, May 2007 

Mission: 
ASHERTON, TANZANIA
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ROMO, Marta

From: 

San Antonio, TX

Degree: 
BA in bilingual education

Experience:
teacher, math consultant for school district 

Interests: 
Teaching, cooking, art, music, guitar, math

Dates: 

 July, 2006


Mission: 
TUXTLA, OAXACA, MEXICO

SO, Frank Jay 
From: 

Portland, OR

Degree: 
MA in international peace and conflict resolution

Interests: 
Peace & conflict resolution, humanitarian relief in developing regions or areas 

of conflict, photography, jogging, retreat leader, teach English, computers, youth leadership, retreat leader, youth ministry
Service: 
August, 2006 – August, 2007

Mission: 
AFRICA


Take Action with Current Advocacy Issues:
From Poverty to Opportunity - A Covenant for a New America

http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm?action=action.c4na&item=C4NA_main
US immigration policy

· Mary Ann Glendon, Pontifical Academy President, Suggests a Principle to Guide Debate; based on joint statement from US and Mexican bishops)
· Read debate: http://www.zenit.org/english/  (click on “archive”, then “As of August 1, 2001”, and enter “2006-5” and click on 24 for May 24, 2006.  The article is listed under the heading “Forum”
East Timor: Pope Benedict XVI speaks appeals for peace in East Timor: 

· May  31, 2006 www.zenit.org/english
· "My thoughts now go to the beloved nation of East Timor, in these days in which tension and violence have caused victims and destruction.”  He encouraged the "the local Church and Catholic organizations to continue, together with other international organizations, in the task of their commitment to assistance of displaced peoples. "The situation has left tens of thousands of people homeless.  Violence broke out after the dismissal of 600 of the army's 1,400 soldiers.  East Timor, which gained independence from Indonesia in 2002, suffers an unemployment rate of about 50%. The nation is about 90% Catholic.
· Tarry Le, our Volunteer Missioner in Timor, has just returned to the States. As he left 13,000 refugees remained in our Salesian Trade School. He asks us to keep Timor in our prayer.

· Don Bosco “World Cup”: Soccer for Peace – Where Tarry Le did his service!
(a Salesian School that went from having 150 students to 13,000 refugees)  http://www.crs.org/our_work/where_we_work/overseas/asia/east_timor/world_cup.cfm 
Haiti: Trade Preferences
· Read CRS' action alert https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?id=126&JServSessionIdr002=kob8264y41.app1b 
· Contact Secretary of State Rice and the US Trade Representative Portman: https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=126 
Sudan: Stop the violence.  Provide the aid.  Resolve the conflict. 
· Read CRS action alert: https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?JServSessionIdr002=spazz251g2.app5b&pagename=homepage&id=111  
· Please continue to learn, pray, reflect, and speak out in support of our Sudanese sisters and brothers. 

· Contact our President and Congress: https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=111 
World Refugee Day: 
· To learn more, click here: http://www.worldrefugeeday.us/ 
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