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[10 Years logo design by Suzanna Kennedy, VIDES-05]

             [The two pictures on this page courtesy of Today’s Catholic]
	Front row: Mary Wisniewski (SA Mission Office), S Fiorella (Vides-Rome), S MariaGrazia (Director General Vides International), Kara Cisneros-Flores-06, Valerie Gomez-06, Marco Giroldi-07, Allison Skinner-05, Marilyn Santos-06, Jamie Young-07, 2nd row: S Mary Gloria (Vides+USA), Lucia Aguilar-05, Christina Chou-05, Amanda Isaac-05, S Janet Marie Abbacchi, SSND (SA Pastoral and Religious Ministry Office), Tim Malone-04, Rick Doucette (SA Office of Social Concerns), Back row: Paul Alvarez-07, Deacon, Nathan Van Coops-05, Bishop Patrick J Zurek, S Sandra (Provincial), Father Thomas Ruekert, SDB
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Other Honorary VIDES Members 
not pictured above:
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Linda Derr, Judge Tessa Herr, Mary Anne Oheler, 
Fr Michael Peinemann, S Martina Ponce, S Phyllis Neves, Sarah Herrmann, S Suzanne Miller, 
S Rachel Crotti, S Leonor Salazar, S Denise Sickinger, S Theresa Jones, S Maria Luong, 
S Thuy Huong Nguyen, S Mary Tamayo, 
David Gonzales, George & Vivian Chou, Kathryn Winterly Illo, Jim Illo, Blanca Neaves, Cara Priestley, Amy Chapman,  Julius Scott
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Dear VIDES+USA Volunteer Missioners, Members, and Sponsors,

Join us in PRAISING and THANKING God for VIDES 10 years in the USA!
1987 - 2007
While we are celebrating the 10th Anniversary, we are also commemorating 
LIVES of SERVICE which extend far beyond a first mission experience.

Whether it was 10 years or a few days since they knew VIDES, they came and celebrated  
past mission experiences, renewed and made new friendships, and shared the current 
expressions of our VIDES heritage!

Our THEME was “Living the VIDES Legacy – Radiating God’s Love”

VIDES Volunteer Missioners shared presentations about a service that they are 
passionate about including their VIDES mission, by which they are
“Living the VIDES Legacy” —How God continues to touch their life through others 
and others' lives through them.

The Celebration never ends! May our lives continue to be a source of inspiration to 
everyone as we continue to live the VIDES legacy of service
radiating God’s love, wherever we are.



	10th Anniversary Celebration Volunteer Missioners Reflections
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Val, Amanda & Christina
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Allison & Jamie
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Christina & Suzanna
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Jamie
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Nathan, Jamie, Val, Mandy
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Nathan & Marco
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Nathan, Tim & Paul
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Tim & Marilyn
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Left: Christina, Suzanna
Right: Lucia & Allison
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Marco, Marilyn & Allison
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10th Anniversary 
Sharing Session
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“Together, living the VIDES Legacy, we make a difference!”

[Small pictures courtesy of 
VIDES International]
	Amanda Isaac (middle), FSC June 2005 (FSC = Formation Service Camp), served in Tegucigalpa, Honduras in July of the same year.  

“I was impressed, as always, by the level of commitment the volunteers have shown after their service through VIDES.  Although we have all moved in different directions one common strand amongst us all is that spirit of accompaniment.  No matter what job or organization we are committed to now in our lives we have not let our VIDES legacy die.  We are not just volunteers that share in a special spiritual moment but we are a community of friends who have committed ourselves to change and transform our lives into service through God and for God.”

 “I continue to renew my faith in and hope for the future every time I’m around the love and companionship of the VIDES volunteers.  The few days we were reunited were powerful enough to ignite that same flame I had during FSC in Asherton, on my mission and at the re-entry.  Just in dialogue with my VIDES companions I have so much confidence that we can make change happen and that we are doing that.  Meeting the Salesian sisters and becoming a VIDES volunteer was never part of my life plan, but God knew my life’s path better than I.  I continue to be blessed in my life by the accompaniment of the VIDES volunteers and Salesian community.” Amanda
Allison Skinner, (first) FSC June 2005 served in San Antonio, Texas June – August 05 
“The smiles on the faces of the poor, lonely, and broken when you give of yourself to them provide a feeling of fulfillment that for at least one person, I have made this world a little more bearable.”

“Every time I return to SJB and reunite with other VIDES their lives of service are a tremendous inspiration to me.  We are able to lift each other up, to share ideas for ministry and witness, and to listen and share in past experiences.  Each member of the VIDES family has touched me and shaped me in a special way.” Allison

Christina Chou, (left) FSC January 2005 served in San Antonio, Texas January – August 2005.

“Even though my service was in the US, I was amazed at the amount of work that we need here at home.  I remember a phrase, ‘To whom much is given, much is expected.’  I was glad to be a part of the giving that the U.S. partook.  We all know how much the U.S. has to give, and I know I become too preoccupied in gathering that I forget!  This service was a way for me to give all that I had gathered.

To be a part of the re-entry and 10th anniversary 2007 allowed me the opportunity to continue my reflection after 2 years of finishing my service in San Antonio.  Much of the joy and peacefulness returned as soon as I stepped onto the grounds of SJB.  Something that I felt was dwindling because no one around me could understand those feelings I had cemented and increased during mission. Christina

Suzanna Kennedy, FSC June 2005 served in Rome Sep. 28, 2005 – June 26, 2006 and then in San Antonio June – September 2006.


“Vides was instrumental in helping me create structure, focus, and contemplation around my passion to serve.  Christ is the center and reason for the work we do, the way we live.  VIDES formation camps, mission and re-entry didn’t make sense to me before—but now I see its wisdom and wouldn’t do it any other way.”


I enjoyed being a part of the history, tradition and family of VIDES.  Connecting with other volunteers in common faith and spirit of service was great and refreshing! Suzanna

Jamie Young, FSC January 2007 served in San Antonio, Tx, Dec. 28, 2006 – Aug. 6, 2007 (Included service in Corralitos, California in July of 2007).  Jamie served in Rwanda August - December, 2007.


“I had a softball player that I coached that had the biggest heart.  She was not the most talented athlete but she gave 110% all the time.  One day the rest of the team was running because they left all the equipment out.  Jen and two other girls were the three out of the thirteen that didn’t have to run.  Jen ran anyway all five laps to encourage one of her team mates who was struggling.  I used that as a teaching experience for all the girls.  It was definitely a life giving moment for all.”


“I profited from the other volunteer’s stories and presentations.  It is great to see the enthusiasm of other young adults in regards to working with youth and for social justice issues.” Jamie

Valerie Gomez (3rd front), FSC January 2006 served in Ecuador January – May 2006.


“It was amazing to see familiar and new faces.  It felt very relaxed and us sharing felt like us ‘hanging out.’  Also, it is amazing to come back to San Antonio and feel welcomed by the sisters as if I never left.  I know and feel that I always have a family and fellow volunteers that share my passion and love for life.” Val

Nathan Van Coops (front), FSC June 2005 served in Oaxaca, Mexico July – October 2005 and has gone to Haiti on several mission trips after that.

“To me my time of service changed my life in more ways than I feel I affected others. The mission I went on sparked something inside of me that once lit will hopefully never go out. Witnessing the joyful love and service of the members of the Salesian communities I’ve worked with, has been an inspiration to me.  Their devotion and commitment has been an example to me and has set the standard of achievement very high.  I have been blessed by this experience and the people I have been able to work with and I look forward to the opportunity to serve more in the future.”

“Being able to come back to share my volunteer experience with the sisters and other volunteers was like coming home.  The support and encouragement that I feel here is like that of a family.  I feel a part of this work and that I will always have a place at VIDES.  I think VIDES and the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians are providing an invaluable service to the world and I am proud to be a part of it.” Nathan

Paul A. Alvarez (third), FSC January 2007 will serve Darfur boys in Sudan for the year 2007-08.


“Service is a form of giving back- ‘the rent we pay to live on the earth.’  I feel that we all live a life of service in our own different ways.  I am impressed by all of those who view service as a way of life rather than an inconvenience of life.”

“I enjoyed the time of sharing of our thoughts from our hearts.” Paul

Tim Malone (front), FSC 2004 served with his wife Miki in Ethiopia September 2004 to March 2005 and goes to Guatemala yearly.


“My mission service through VIDES and on my own has destroyed any possibility that I will ever lead a ‘normal’ American life.  My heart is a jumble of emotions and I carry within me a constant awareness of the struggle and suffering of the poor.  My eyes are opened to the injustices in the world and my conscience is constantly struggling with my own culpability.  What a wonderful gift from God all of this is!  It has resulted in the sweetest friendships, happiest moments and most meaningful spiritual experiences I have ever known in my life.”


“It was so joyful and refreshing to renew our friendships with the Salesian community in San Antonio. The Mass with profession of vows was wonderful to witness and share in.  The whole experience is a little taste of heaven and the full communion of the saints that we will enjoy together some day.” Tim

Lucia Aguilar, FSC July 2005 served in San Antonio, Texas September – December 2005.

“My experience with VIDES and serving at St. John Bosco is one of the most rewarding things I have been blessed with.  A year and a half later I can look back and see how much it really meant to me.  The loving and welcoming spirit of the sisters and the whole Salesian family is something that will always stay with me—a true reflection of God’s love.”


“Being able to re-connect and meet new volunteers was an amazing experience.  We had a great weekend and we were able to recall old memories and make new ones. It is a great gift to be able to share time with the others who have the same desire to share God’s love with the world. As always, the time spent with the sisters was also a great blessing. Thank you!” Lucia

Marco Giroldi (first) served in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico September – December 2006, at San Felix, Venezuela with street kids January – July 2007, and at San Antonio, TX during August, 2007


“It is only 10 days since I left Venezuela and everything is already different, not only the air that I breath, but within me.  I miss my boys, I miss the street, I miss the difficulties, the anguish; but also the joy and the life.  Upon my return here, many times I have asked myself if it really had any sense to make an experience like this, in order then, to return to our own lair and to leave things as we found them.  We have made a difference, yes, certainly we have made a difference; I am deeply convinced that we have, but I believe in all sincerity that it is they who have made an even greater difference in us.  Summing it up, things have changed a lot for me already, but in the end it is all worth it, all this year has been a change for us. 


“Perhaps our true and unconscious fear is not that everything changes, but that everything might return to be as it was.    We arrived one year ago desiring deeply to make a difference, then we had to adapt to the new reality, and then came the first difficulties, realty that hit us with full force.  […] To begin all over again, everything seemed better, a new life, then, another goodbye, we return to the beginning, before flying back to Italy.  Wowwwwwwwwww, everything changes, too much in too little time, our adventure seems a Balkan dance, or a Gypsy’s.  We have lived the change and we have known how to adapt.  But our true nature (also biological) is really in motion, in constant change; the flat calm is only in death.  

 
“Thus by now I find myself accustomed to all this life and I do not find myself disposed to return to what is ‘normal.’   We must taste all things; learn also from the most unbearable humiliations.  I have the feeling, that at the end, our true mission, our true volunteer service will be when we return home: to return from mission to be missioners, to return from being volunteers to be new volunteers.  


“Yes, because the best way to actively remember our experience will be to help others around us to understand the importance of being grateful for all that we have and for all we do not lack, because at the same time, in the opposite part of the world there is a person who suffers:  this person is not only a photo, a written phrase or a video for television on the third world, we have lived with them, we know their name, we have touched them, embraced them. The true mission, […] needs to begin.  


“For my part, I try to live these last weeks, enjoying the present. I do not think with nostalgia of the past, neither do I fear the future.” Marco
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VIDES+USA www.vides.us is part of VIDES International www.vides.org, NGO in special consultative status with the Department of Public Information (DPI) and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations
THANK YOU for being a part of this wonderful project! 


If you wish to continue your involvement, e-mail request to director@vides.us 
or cut and mail this slip to VIDES+USA, 5630 W COMMERCE ST, SAN ANTONIO, TX 78237-1313


 Yes, I wish to continue to be a part of the VIDES Mission and Vision. 
Renew / begin my involvement as a ___ Volunteer Missioner, ___ Member, ___ Sponsor

Name 






 E-mail 






Address 




















Phone 







Choose the type of involvement you wish: 
1. 
 VOLUNTEER MISSIONER —Sharing your time, talent, and treasure on a Mission Site.
2. 
 MEMBER — Sharing your time, talent, and/or treasure to support and carry on the Vides Legacy of serving those in poverty situations.
3. 
 SPONSOR — Supporting a volunteer, a child, a project, or VIDES for the education and development of the young and of women especially in difficult situations 
Comments:




Heart�beats


A publication  to share our  accompaniment on the mission journey  
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10th Anniversary 2007
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Sister Sandra Neaves, FMA (Provincial) and Sister Mary Gloria Mar, FMA (VIDES+USA Director) at the end of our �10th Anniversary Eucharistic Celebration
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