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VIDES International Congress – Sassone, Ciampino ROME 
Some glimpses of VIDES+USA Participation
	In this issue: - Congress Glimpses on all pages, - Facebook Note p 5 – Faith in Action p 5
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	IX INTERNATIONAL VIDES CONGRESS

31 October – 02 November 2008



COMMON GOODS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

“A PATRIMONY AND 
A COMMITMENT FOR YOUTH”

	Participants came from  
AFRICA: Congo Brazaville, Democratic Republic   of  Congo, Madagascar, Mozambique, Mali, 
AMERICA: Argentina,  Brazil, Cameroun, Costa Rica, Chile, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,  Uruguay, Canada, USA, 
ASIA: Cambodia, Philippines, Japan,  India, Korea, Vietnam, Pakistan, and
EUROPE: Austria, Belgium, France, Italy , Germany,  Ireland, Poland, United Kingdom, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Slovakia,  Spain, Hungary, Switzerland. 
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	VIDES+USA Delegation
Back row from the top:
Theresa Davey 0701 
S MaryGloria Mar, FMA,
Randi-Leigh Swoboda 0801
Middle row:

Christina Chou 0501 

Patrice Barta 0806 

Gloria So (Frank’s Mom)
Front row:
Gladys Perez 0806 

Frank So 0606 
_______________
[NB. Formation/Service Camp date is given after volunteer’s name in the form: yymm]
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Got to the Vatican – and saw S Marie Dominique (sends her love!) and met S Yolande, Congo Provincial (Love to Sari!)
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 Got to go shopping …



    
	And
guess
who 
we met outside 
Turella?
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S Phyllis, S Sandra,             and  
    S Carmen!

	
Patrice Barta shares a thought about the Congress:


I feel so lucky to have attended the VIDES Congress in Rome.  I enjoyed the mingling of different cultures.  It is interesting to observe the different eating customs, means of communication, and even fashion.  The workshop on Education for the Common Good was a great way to interact with other English speaking people from countries such as Ireland, England, France, Belgium and Poland.  We worked together (in small groups) to create a song about education as a human right.  We laughed, joked and made decisions together.  


La Festa del Popolo was an excellent opportunity for each country to showcase their heritage.  Many traditional costumes were worn and admired by all....this was my favorite part of the whole weekend.  It was a great gathering where language was not a barrier...because the common language was a smile and dancing..........


Being a part of VIDES USA has helped me realize that our country is unique in tradition, because all of our traditions were brought by each individual culture to our country.  We are also reminded of our imperfections as a country.....which has a good side.......it makes us think.......what do we represent?  I am proud to say that VIDES USA participated in an effort to plant seeds and bridge the gap between cultures to help us unite as true brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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Japan Delegate and “Mamma So”
________________________
Language was not a barrier...
because the common language was smiles, hugs, and dancing..........
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Gladys, Christina, Patti, & Theresa dancing
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Christina, Patti, & Gladys ready for a surprise!
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	We were given time the first day to present our delegation and VIDES in our own countries.

	Gladys Perez presented some glimpses of what VIDES+USA is doing to promote compassion, courage, truthfulness and justice for the common good.
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	Gladys writes: 
With over 250 people in attendance, the conference presented a wonderful opportunity to meet VIDES volunteers from all over the world. It was a blessing to participate in a workshop sponsored by Guatemala, and I realized the urgency of the water crisis.
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The violence, injustice, harm to the environment, and more importantly what VIDES in each country is doing about these situations was awe-inspiring
	Christina Chou writes:

Attending the VIDES Convention this year was an interesting experience. I am blessed to have taken the opportunity to be educated about the situations in other countries. We were given time the first day to present on our own countries. The violence, injustice, harm to the environment, and more importantly what VIDES in each country is doing about these situations was humbling. It is wonderful to be a part of such an eclectic and dynamic international organization where we are trying to make a positive difference.


A point I did realize during this weekend is the impact and power of ONE voice. We were given the opportunity to listen to presentations on several topics. Within these presentations I realized that one person can negatively/positively influence many people with accurate/inaccurate information which may result in establishing mindsets, emotions, and reactions. This was a difficult yet positive realization in that it gave me hope that one positive voice can also make a difference.
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Frank So was the facilitator for ->
	two of the Keynote Speakers:
Maria Francisca Ize-Charrin and Helene Yinda


Final Declaration 
· We, young people of V.I.D.E.S. – Volunteers International for Development Education and Service – committed to the salesian project of education, according to the proposal of  the Institute of the Daughters of Maria  Help of Christians;  

· meeting here at Sassone (RM) – ITALY – on the 60° year of the Universal Declaration of Human  Rights  for the IX° international Convention on the topic:  " Common Goods and Human Rights:  a patrimony and a commitment to young people"   

REALIZING THE URGENT NEED:  
· to make sure that human rights does not remain only a declaration on  paper;  

· to guard the common goods of humanity and to guarantee equal access to all;  

· to rediscover the value of gratuity;  

· to affirm a positive idea of peace;  

· to promote new politics of solidarity, justice, respect of all the rights of everyone and of peace between peoples;  

  ARE CONVINCED THAT:   
· Life is the greatest good that has been given to us.  The first of all the rights.   A gift and a  right that we must construct and defend on our daily journey, with our  choices, our participation and our commitment as persons and citizens;  

· The common good calls for a personal and collective responsibility,  as part of that net of relations  that constitutes the peoples, the cities, the communities;  
· Freedom is the essential element of true responsibility.  Whoever is not free cannot be responsible.  Without freedom we cannot even speak about community;  

· Human Rights and the Common Goods, need to be centered on a true culture of relation     

· The concept and practice of responsibility demand the need to think and live the goods in  their dimension of indivisibility, universality and of  interconnection;  
· The sense of belongings to the same human family is the basis of responsibility with regard to the environment. It demands a serious and  ample cultural and educational action;  

 WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO:  
· to develop a new political culture based on human rights and the participation of the citizens.   We commit ourselves to denounce and to contest the great and small violations  of  human rights, calling on institutions and governments to  respect their commitments and responsibilities;  

· to accept the language of human rights as  our common language, at the base of information.   A  universal language which, respecting legitimate cultural diversities, nourishes dialogue and solidarity, through our  testimony at all levels;  

· to promote and to develop  a vast educational action  in our Countries, geared to action for the defense and promotion of all human rights for  all citizens –particularly for children, young  people and women – and to the protection of common  goods;  

· to testify and to promote an attitude of gratuitousness and solidarity, as a style of life;  
· to support and to consolidate the leadership of  the young in the promotion of human rights and in  the protection of all the common goods for the construction of peace;  

 WE ASK ALL CITIZENS, POLITICIANS, PARLIAMENTS, PERSONS RESPONSIBLE AT THE UNITED NATIONS AND ALL COUNTRIES TO:  
· recognize that human rights are the names of  vital human needs, material and spiritual and as such they are concrete objectives which should guide politics at all levels,  from local to international, from the family to the school to the workplace, from our cities up to the  United Nations.  They are not only "values"  to contemplate; 
[continues next page]
· go beyond the concept of citizenship tied to nationality.   Human, social and economic rights are  either guaranteed to all, or to nobody;  

· re-humanize politics, reconstructing a "political culture" founded on human rights and the  protection of common goods of humanity;  

· maintain water and every fundamental  common good for human beings outside from the laws of the global market  and of the international agreements of free trade;  

· update the Universal Declaration of human rights with the rights that guarantee life,  introducing the right to access to good water and the right to information for every human being.  

  
Sassone, (RM) – ITALY, 2 November 2008
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	The Eucharistic Celebration: Closing of the Congress at the FMA Generalate with Provincials and Sisters Delegates from all the world participating at the General Chapter
	After the Eucharist…

… waiting for Pizza for the last time in Rome 
the night (or wee hours of the morning?) 
before departure.
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Together with Maria & Lori (GVA Italian volunteers), our newly adopted US Citizens! 
We welcome you to our VIDES+USA Family!
___________________________

FACEBOOK Note: You may add Network VIDES+USA to your Facebook information. Just go to your Account Settings, click the Networks tab, and enter VIDES+USA in the Network Name box.
FAITH IN ACTION: Urge Congress to invest in a more prosperous and just world 
[https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?JServSessionIdr004=lzt8tq9br2.app44b&pagename=homepage&id=431]
Other sites at USCCB where you can make a difference [http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/takeaction.shtml]
See also The Texas Catholic Conference [http://www.txcatholic.org/home.asp]
To end we have added some random highlights below.
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Christina, are you freeking out because of the Nutella? 
Or because of the spider on top of Gladys head? 
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It looks like Grandma Mar and Mamma So are up to something!
Both are overflowing, rejuvinated by the young, and ready to share their joy:

Sister Gloria, giving out VIDES pens to all the participants and Gloria So ready to try the Italian pastery!
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Theresa, thanks for letting us stay at your apartment on the last day and driving us to the airport before the crack of dawn! As you can see Frankie did not miss a minute of fun. Neither did Mamma So!
Thanks to all who were able to join us, to all relatives, supporters and friends. And a special thanks to all of you volunteers who sent the “snapshots” of your living the VIDES legacy, so we could present them at the Congress. 
See them on our next issue. Continue to make a difference where ever you are. Happy Thanksgiving!
We THANK GOD for Y’ALL! God Bless! Your sister M Gloria

Volunteers International for Development Education and Service�� HYPERLINK "http://www.vides.us" �www.vides.us�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:director@vides.us" �director@vides.us�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:east.director@vides.us" �east.director@vides.us� 
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